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Howdy alll Spring has sprung here. We had crocuses in February and datfodils in March. One inch of snow for the winter.
Lettuce, peas and pansies planted. Maybe an early plant of tomatoes???

1 started p/t back at the library in March. They never repiaced me when | retired last July, so my buddy libearians can
use a little extra help filling schedule holes. it’s funny/weird being fow-person rather than assistant director! Lots of little
“stuff” to pull out of my memory. I'm getting there. Keeping me young. {21

George is coaching outdoor track, so he’s busy afternoons, mornings (on non-schoot days) and Saturdays. Our
schedules require more coordination as we are down to one vehicle. The catalytic converter got ripped off our 2003 Accord as
it sat on the street one night in September. BUMMER! Not worth repairing — it had other issues. So we share our hybrid.

The best thing so far this year is that they took down fencing that had prevented us - for a year - from getting out of
our backyard into the State Park grounds right behind our house. They did extensive reconstruction work on this
forest/wetlands area and thought we’d get run over by a truck without that fence! It was a big irritant as we have had access to
this area for 39 years. S0 it's open again to us and { will get my daily steps in there and in the major part of the park on the
other side of Southern State Parkway. Always looking for eagles, egrets and herons too.

tan is well and looking for an escape from Tiffany’s, but at least he is vested now. They sent him to Vegas and Utah to
suppert Tiffany “special events”. A French corporation now owns Tiff and he’s not impressed with the European owners/staff.
Kate will be in Kenya and Ethiopia in the next few weeks. She went to the Philippines in February. Luckily she will layover here
a few days both ways of this current trip.  Matt, Carolyn and kiddies are well. They just took a trip to Austin over the break.
Camps are lined up for the summer — including “grandparent camps”. Claire( 9) and Nate (7) are growing up too fast. They ara
trying to teach us computer games — Minecraft is their favorite. Ha!

Wishing good health and gentle joys to all and ... normality. We Mays keep chugging — with God's benevolence W
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Cinco de Mayo! May 5, 2023

Dear Family,

Since the letter was last in our home, we completed our road trip to LI in October, so that Danie could attend her Stella Maris HS reunion. We
also took a week-long winter break road trip to Gatlinburg / Asheville at the end of January. We planned to meet up and have lunch with Ronnie
& Augie as we headed back home, but were foiled again . . . this time because Ronnie had dental work on the day before we were to arrive that
was much more impactful than she expected. We went on a Caribbean cruise in March out of Ft. Lauderdale. Rather than fly, we decided to
make it another road trip, stopping in Savannah on the way down and Charleston on the way back for a few nights each. We met up with one of
my neighborhood friends who | haven't seen since 7t grade while in Ft. Lauderdale. On the cruise, we met up with a Canadian couple who we
originally met on a cruise in 2018, and who we've tried to reconnect with four times since, but were foiled each time because of COVID. Finally,
when we came face-to-face again, we hugged and officially declared that we were DONE with COVID.

Further ahead, we booked a 7-night Alaskan cruise out of Seattle at the end of June with Ed & Janet Ebert (& their family) to celebrate their 50t
wedding anniversary. A stop in Colorado will precede the cruise, so that we can have a long-overdue visit with friends, formerly of Williamsburg.
Still further ahead is a 12-night Canary Islands / Spain / Portugal cruise out of Southampton, UK in October. Our oldest friends from
Williamsburg will be joining us for that trip, which we are planning to extend for a couple of days so that Danie can visit cousins from her father's
side of the family in Brittany / Normandy. Previous trips to France focused on the southern areas, where her mother's family called home.
Before the October cruise, we'll slip in a Northeast Road Trip to include the attendance at Will & Alyssa's wedding in September.

Time to start planning for 2024!

Danie: She has returned to selling Scrip (gift cards) after Sunday Masses, in addition to, well, quilting a lot. She recently lost a friend and the
owner of a sewing goods shop, who suffered a brain aneurism while Danie was at the shop attending a class. In spite of the quick action to call
an ambulance that arrived within a few minutes, and surgery at a specialized brain care hospital, she died a week later, never having regained
consciousness. What really has Danie rattled is that the woman was six months her junior.

Claudine & Laughton: A year after Laughton's 'event' and subsequent surgeries, he's doing fine. He recently changed jobs within Capital One
and seems to be enjoying new challenges. He has been working almost exclusively from home . . . and in fact, doesn't have a desk in the office
any more. Breaking news, however, is that Capital One, like many other large companies, is taking advantage of a shrinking job market to force
workers back to the office. Laughton started reporting to the office three days a week in May, however, in his new job, there are no other
members of his team who work in Richmond. So working from the office or home will make no difference. Claudine is doing well at her 'new'
job at Eppon (a French IT business automation company) where she works two - three days a week at the office, but often has to drive in to take
care of office issues. For a time, she tended to an intern who arrived from France the week before Thanksgiving. No one is supposed to know
that the intemn is the niece of the company owner. Not wanting her to be alone during Thanksgiving weekend, Claudine invited her to join our
family for Thanksgiving dinner, where she was fully indoctrinated into the American tradition. We have been enjoying more quality time with
Hermione & Albus, as Claudine & Laughton are getting some much needed time away from home. They've scheduled a week-long vacation in
Jamaica (all-inclusive resort where they spent their honeymoon) in June.

Chris & Kristy: Kristy has been enjoying the leadership position that she was promoted to last year. As | noted last time, her new salary has
allowed them to get by while Chris continues to drum up business for his new consulting / training venture. He has booked a few presentations,
and a short-term consulting gig, so he's on his way. He flew out to Austin, TX in early April to give a presentation and seemed to gain a lot of
attention. They headed out to Utah this month for a PYTHON (computer language) workshop and a two week vacation to hike some National
Parks. His website is https://everydaysuperpowers.dev/.

Me: Not much new for me. The Funeral Meals Ministry at St. Michael finished out 2022 with an unfortunate rush. We had five funerals over a
seven day period. Activity slowed considerably in the first three month of this year, but has been picking up again in April (5 funerals in 3
weeks). The Cauliflower au Gratin and Creamed Spinach dishes that | prepare for the funerals have become popular with the church staff, as
well as family members of deceased, so | have begun bringing copies of the recipes when | show up to work.
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The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has grown rapidly in the Diocese of Richmond from our single St. Michael Conference in 2016 to nine now.

The growth has necessitated the establishment of a Diocesan Council to coordinate / share resources among the Conferences. The Council
has just opened its first Thrift Store in April. Ivoluntaemdforseverdwotksesaonsatheshremdanmnsodenng how active | will be in that
new venture, while | continue to work on the very busy food pantry operating out of our parish.

Attendance at the monthly Dominion Energy Nuclera Engineering Retirees' bteakfastshatlorgmmahasﬁndlyrebmﬁdtopm—paﬂmﬁclavels
(31+), although the list of those being notified has grown significantly (now 102). | know only a few people who are left “minding the store®.

Eric & Danie
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i o o 13 August 2023
Dear Family ' o

it has been a quiet summer here_in PA. There has been enough rain to keep everything green,

but we have been spared most of the extreme thunderstorms that the east coast has been having. We’ll
see if our luck holds through hurricane season.

We finished the painting and carpeting on our second floor this spring. | am still working on the
decluttering. We had to empty out each room in turn, and now the essentials are back in place, but
there are still boxes to sort through. Joe L continues to spend a lot of time in Baltimore, taking his
mother to the doctor and spending time with her. She has had more setbacks in the last several months,
a trip to the ER one week and a hospital stay the next. She was having problems with her anticoagulant
medication, so that was discontinued and as a result she had a minor stroke. On it goes.




Not much is happening with my kids. Brian has been at his current job for about a year but is Q -"-f'{ z‘
not thrilled with it. Emily and Colin (who are 31 and 27, same ages as their cousins Joseph and Kira).-are
supposed to meet in Milwaukee to attend Irish Fest with Uncle Frank (and Emily’s husband Andrew).
ARE recently hosted Colin when he made a trip to Boston to do some experiments for his Chermstry
graduate work. He didn’t have enough accessibility to needed equipment at tJ Chicago and an
arrangement was made for him to do the work at a lab affiliated with Mass General. | don’t think he and
Emily got to spend much time together. He had a very long commute from her suburb into the lab, so he
was only around in the evenings and weekends, when nurse Emily was working. But I'm glad he finally
got to see her house. Brian will see it on Labor Day weekend.

Most of the family was able to meet in NY to celebrate Barbara and George’s golden anniversary.
It was a good celebration, and we sure look young in all those 50-year-old photos! | have been mrﬁng
through the_really old photos | inherited from Mom so | can make slideshows. | was looking at a set of
party photos and | thought, “it’d be nice to know the date of this party”. Then | realized that | also
inherited a copy of Uncle Joe May’s diary that was typed out (by Ronnie | think?) years ago. And |
actually found the date! So thanks for that. I'll end on that nostalgic note, and say,
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Dear Family, ~~ . *

We retitrned to€Cape Cod last - month, going via Albany/Latham NY, where Alysha’s bridal shower
was held. Will & I en_}oyed the hﬁh ery that the area offers while the lady folk did what they do.
The Cape gave us a bqttcr experience from the last few times, as we explored different areas to the east. D &
I also have takerrdongweekends at Mystic and some of the upstate State parks. We also plan to return to
Lake George in the Fall.

Shannor'got t6#joy the Cape this time, as Covid did not rear its ugly head. She keeps trucking
along with Magnificat, keeping her coworkers in check.

Gillian finished another summer leading the Bronxville site of Destination Science. This was her 9 year.
She has a new principal at Sacred Heart Grade School, and is looking forward to another year with the 3 & 4
year olds.

G & S have a new housemate, Bean. He is a tuxedo cat they met at the Yonkers shelter. -

Will and Alysha arg,in their final days of planning and preparing for their wedding on Sunday, 9/3,
here at Sacred Heart. They are on top of all the associated to-dos. Alysha is balancing that with her ongoing
PhD work and gradually moving to Yonkers. That should conclude in the Fall.

Deanne is still juggling runnmg the CCD and associated programs and the office at Sacred Heart.
She'will run her TACHS program in the Fall once again (prep students for Catholic HS entrance exams). Her
~summer began with cdtaract surgeries (which went very well), and an ongomg ‘probiem with her right foot
which she broke and reinjured (which is going less well). She has been wearing a boot, then a brace, and is
determined to dance without either with Will at his wedding.

Her work life was complicated more when the Capuchins elected our pastor as their provincial. Since there
are not that many Caps to go around, he is holding on to being pastor and president of the High School while
undertaking the provincial role. At the same time, our associate pastor is retiring, and we are getting a priest
who was with us a few years before a 10-year stint as secretary for the English speaking Caps, in Rome.

I finally cut the strings with St Mary’s parish, which means I am fully retired. Who knows what will
happen there, but I feel I have done quite a bit to stabilize the parish after a merger and sale of the unused
Church and rectory. The Arch asked me to consider working at other parishes, but I decline for now. So, I
am somewhat free to attend daily Mass, help with counting the collections, serve at Funerals, and help run
RCIA. I'm in the midst of painting the family room in our house (and have plenty of other projects waiting,
with the goal of downsizing). I ran a Confirmation class for a couple of guys missing that Sacrament, and
will soon teach another round of catechist formation classes for the Arch. These, along with continuing to
volunteer with the Westchester Parks Foundation, keep me busy, until I figure out what I want to do if and
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